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LETTERS OF FATHER DE SMET. 

We commence to-day the publication of a 
series of letters, which Father de Smet has 
kindly communicated for the pages of this 
Magazine. ‘I‘hese letters are inscribed to 
the Most Rev. Archbishop of Baltimore, and 
contain a most interesting account of the 
observations made by the distinguished mis- 
sionary, during a recent visit to the Sioux 
Indians. In this narrative, to use his own 
language, he describes his thoughts, his feel- 
ings, and his doings, while journeying in the 
vast and boundless plains of the Indian terri- 
tory. ‘The flowers he sees, the birds and 
animals and annoying insects he meets with, 
are also introduced to the reader: but the 
most important part of these letters is that 
which relates to the Indians themselves, and 
which adverts to the gloomy future that 
hangs over the benighted children of the 
western wilds, unless some friendly aid be 
liberally extended to them by their white 
and more favored brethren. In perusing 
these letters the Catholic reader will learn 
how to appreciate the blessings of religious 
truth; he will thank God for having made 
him a member of the Church, the ark of 
salvation, in preference tou so many millions 
who are groveling in the darkness of idola- 
try and superstition, and he will be excited 
to more active efforts for conveying to the 
inhabitants of savage lands the consoling 
light of Catholic civilization. With this 
brief introduction we will allow the letters of 
Father De Smet to speak for themselves. 





THE INDIAN MISSIONS, 
IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
FROM FATHER DE SMET, 
Inscribed to the M. Rev. Archbishop of Baltimore. 


A. M. D. G. 
St. Louis Universiry, Feb. 12th, 1849. 


Most Rev. Sir,—On a former occasion, 
I had the honor of addressing to your Grace, 
a series of Jetters from the Rocky Mountains, 
containing some details of that interesting 
region and its benighted inhabitants, as con- 
nected with the progress of our holy religion 
among them; to-day I intend to present to 
you a short narrative of my meeting with 


| 
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the Ponkahs, and my visit to the different 
tribes of the Sioux nation. In the sequel of 
this narrative, I will send you a description 
of my journey and observations, whilst en- 
gaged in the boundless and beautiful plains 
of the Upper Missouri. You will judge 
yourself, Monseigneur, of the future pros- 
pects of religion in that long abandoned 
country. As regards me personally, my trip 
has been most happy; after four months’ 
absence, I returned to St. Louis in good 
health, notwithstanding the many difficul- 
ties and privations [ had to encounter by 
water and by land, in so Jong and dangerous 
a voyage of about three thousand miles. 
Faith teaches us, that every where the all- 
seeing eye of God watches over his poor 
creatures; but it is more particularly in the 
desert that man is bound toacknowledge and 
bless divine Providence, in all that he sees 
and that surrounds him. It is especially 
there that he feels his nothingness and his 
entire dependence—it is there that his prayer 
becomes more fervent and his entire resigna- 
tion to the will and guidance of his Maker, 
more perfect. 

To reach the Ponkahs and the Sioux 
tribes, I embarked on board of a steamboat, 
bound for Council Bluffs, about six hundred 
and ten miles west of St. Louis, at a time 
when the low water and the numerous sand- 
bars and snags rendered navigation very dan- 


gerous. I procured herses and mules and 


= 
continued my journey across the trackless 
plains of the great desert. For the first 
time in my travels, I fell in with the entire 
tribe of the Ponkahs, at the mouth of the 
river Niobrarah, or running water, their 
favorite residence during the fruit season, and 
where they cultivate some small patches of 
corn and pumpkins, a distance of about three 
hundred and seventy miles from Council 
Bluffs. They attempted an attack upon my 
fellow travellers, fifteen in number. ‘These 
men accompanied a wagon laden with mer- 
chandise for the American fur company. 
‘The Indians, according to all appearances, 
had a mind to plunder the wagon, and to 
murder one of the party, under the specious 
pretext that he came from the country of the 
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Pawnees, where one of their warriors had , 
lately been killed. I give you here the 

laconic formula of reasoning of one of these | 
barbarians, while holding his hand upon the 
trigger and pointing his musket at the heart 
of his intended victim. ‘* My brother was 


| 


| 


} 


killed by a Pawnee—you are a friend of | 
the Pawnees, I must take my revenge by | 
killing you,—or else pay me for his Lody,— | 


give me horses and blankets.’’ 


It is a law | 


in the Indian code of justice, that when a | 


white man has killed a red man—the Indian 
kills the first pale-face he meets with, no 
matter to what nation he belongs or from 
what quarter of the world he chances to 
come. I had been in advance of my com- 
panions a couple of miles, but at the first 
signal of alarm,{ retraced my steps as quickly 
as possible. ‘The whites raised the cry, 
‘“* the blackgown is coming! the blackgown 
arrives.” ‘The chiefs inquire, and as sud- 
denly raise their voice—commanding the 
marauders to show their respect for the 
newly arrived guest, and to restore all 
that they had stolen. ‘They then crowded 
around me to press my hand—a long cere- 
mony, as they were upwards of six hundred 
in number, men and boys—after which, all 
was friendship and they escorted us, as if in 
triumph to our camp, on the borders of the 
Niobrarah. 

I distributed among them a small quantity 
of tobacco, the want of which they had felt 
for a long time, and which they are all very 
fund of. 
with all the customary marks of respect and 
friendship, and ere long, every desirable 
token of kindness was lavished upon me and 


They smoked the calumet of peace 


Indians. At their request I accompanied 
them to their own village, at a distance of 
four miles from our encampment, to pass the 
night among them. ‘The whole tribe, to the 
number of upwards of a thousand persons, 
men, women and children, were assembled, 
and fur the first time did the Ponkahs hear 
Jesus Christ preached unto them from the 
lips of a Roman Catholic Priest. 

Having made known the object of my 
journey—that I had come to learn personally, 





| 
| 
| 
my companions, by the whole assembly of | 
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the dispositions of the Indians towards our 
holy religion ; they begged me most earnest- 
ly torenew my Visit, and to take up my abode 
among them, promising me at the same 
time, that they would willingly hearken 
to the words of the Great Spirit, and would 
submit to the practice of his holy laws. 
The instructions were continued until late 
in the evening. ‘The next day [ baptized a 
great number of the little children. A half 
breed, who was well disposed and tolerably 
well instructed, promised me that he would 
serve as a catechist among them. 

The Ponkahs speak the same language as 
the Ottos and the Osages. They are re- 
nowned warriors, and although comparative- 
ly few in number, all their neighbors around 
fear and respect them—they resemble in 
this respect, the Flat-heads of the plains. 
Frequently has the Sioux learned at his own 
cost, to dread the Ponkah as a bold defender, 
whom he could not conquer as an unjust 
They lead a wandering life; 
occasionally, however, they cultivate a few 
acres of land. 

Thus another field is opening for the har- 
vest, thirsting for the kind, disinterested 
hand that shall render it fit to receive the 
fertilizing rains and dews of heaven, which 
God will not refuse to 


aggressor. 


him who aban- 


| dons all the conveniences of civilized life, to 


follow and to teach the untutored and be- 
nighted Indians, the consoling and saving 
truths of the Gospel. O how good is the 
Lord! Whilst unfaithful Europe ungrate- 
fully shakes off the sweet and easy yoke, 


| whose burden is the price of Jesus’ death, 


and the boon of everlasting beatitude; while 
she drives away her mild, her meek, disin- 
terested teachers and ministers, the inscru- 
table Providence of God, secretly prepares 
the drear and barren a dis- 
tant hemisphere, that there from the very 


waste of 


stones he may raise up children to Abra- 


| ham, and establish for himself a temple, 


where he shall be served by rade and un- 
tutored, but sincere and regenerate wor- 
shippers of his name, whose voices shall 
never cease to praise and thank his mercy, 
and whose life shall be a copy of that hum- 
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ble, unostentatious perfection, which He 
himself practised, thirty years, in unknown 
and despised Nazareth of Judea. 

A fortnight later I entered the territory of 
the Sioux. Mr. Campbell, one of the best 
interpreters in the country, generously of- 
fered his services to accompany me and to 
introduce me to the various tribes of the na- 
tion. His long residence among the Indians, 
and the high esteem and love whi h they 
entertain for his character, contributed not a 
little to make my intercourse with them 
easy, useful and agreeable. I cannot forbear 
adding here, as a tribute of my gratitude, 
due to the gentlemen of Forts Pierre and 
Bouis, that I was received by them with 
the greatest kindness and benevolence, and 
that they contributed greatly to the cheering 
resulis of my visit to the Indians. Mr. 
Kipp, who is at the head of the fur trade at 


Fort Pierre,* offered me the valuable ser- | 


vices of a faithful Canadian, a good saddle- 
horse, and all the necessary provisions du 
ring my sojourn in the country. 

In my letters of 1846, to the Right Rev. 
Bishop of New York, I made the remark, 
that compared with the nations west of the 
Rocky Mountains, the Indians of the Mis- 
souri valley are in general more barbarous 
and cruel, and more frequently engage in 
warfare against one another. Previous to 
my visit to the Sioux, bands of this tribe had 
returned from war expeditions against the 
Mahas, Ottos, and Pawnees, separately, 
with about sixty scalps, taken from defence- 
less old men, women and children. ‘They 
hang these horrible and revolting trophies of 
their shameful and cruel victory, on the 
points of their lances or to the bits of their 
bridles, whenever they parade on horseback, 
on great occasions, and such are still the bar- 


barity and ignorance of these unhappy peo- | 
ple, that at the sight of these bluody remains | 


of their enemies, the nation hails the warrior 
with vociferous shoutings, dances, and cere- 
monies of the darkest superstition. ‘The 


*Fort Pierre, according to Mr. Nicollet, is 2664 miles 
distant from the Gulf of Mexico, above the Gulf 1456 
feet. ‘The north latitude of the fort is 44, 23, 28. Its and showed the 
longitude in time from Greenwich 6, 40, 50. 
tude in arc, 100.12, 30. 
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joice and flourish like a lily. 
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chief warrior presides at the festival of the 
scalp, at which all are present. And while 
engaged in these practices, befure undertak- 
ing those inhuman wars, they implore the 
favors of the Great Spirit by the most dia- 
bolical and pagan rites—by vigorous fasts and 
macerations of the body,—and go so far in 
their enthusiastic ravings, as to cut their hair 
and sever the joints of their fingers. ‘Their 
situation is traly sad and deplorable—to the 
profuund darkness of heathenism in which 
they are plunged, and the shocking cruelties 
which they practise, they add other shame- 
ful crimes, in short, a most frightful immor- 
ality. 

It were vain for mere human reason, un- 
supported by grace, to attempt the work of 
introducing religion, humanity and civiliza- 
tion, among men, so utterly depraved, so 
entirely lost to every sense of feeling and 
moral rectitude. We may here well ex- 
claim with the Prophet: ‘* Visi Dominus 
edificaverit domum in vanum laboraverunt 
qui cdificant eam.” ‘Unless the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain that build 
it.”” We consequently place all our hope 
in the Lord, and all our trust in his almighty, 
wonder-working grace; and we therefore 
most earnestly implore your prayers and 
those of all other benefactors of those 
pious Christians, who have at heart the in- 
terest of immortal souls. ‘The evil is great, 
very great, no doubt—but let us not forget 
that the mercies of the Lord are greater still, 
yea, infinite. He alone can restore sight to 
the blind, and bring forth the prisoner out of 
the gloomy dungeon, and “ them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison house.”’ He it is 
that has power to make glad the land that 
was desolate—to make the wilderness re- 
He alone can 
change the hearts of those barbarians and 
awaken in them sentiments of meekness and 
humility, such as heaven requires from its 
children. 

These same benighted Indians, received 
me with open arms, as if they hailed an am- 
bassador sent them from the Great Spirit, 
greatest respect and the 


| most untiring attention to all the instructions 
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which [ gave them, concerning the creation 
and the end of man, and the great and aw- 
ful truths of our holy religion, all of which 
seemed to make a deep impression on their 
minds and hearts. 

(CONTINUATION NEXT WEEK.) 
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN BOSTON. 
No. IV. 

The writer in the ** Catholic Observer,’’* 
says: ‘* The enemies of the church in New 
England every day sent forth some new 
pamphlet or tract to revile her doctrine, anc 
every attack was repelled by Mr. Thayer 
alone and single-handed; and as he never 
suffered any argument to go by unanswered, 
he effected much good, particularly in Bos- 
ton, which at that time was of all the cities 
in the Union the most hostile to Catholics. 
However enlightened on other subjects, the 
generality of Bostonians knew but little of 
Catholic tenets. How in fact could it be 
otherwise, when all their knowledge of them 
was derived from men or bouks whose pre- 
judice misrepresented every article of our 
belief? 
sounded the alarm: for like the silversmith 
Demetrius of whom the Acts of the Apostles 
speak, they feared for their craft; finding 
however that they could not meet sucessfully 
the arguments of Mr. Thayer, while on the 
other hand they must live and support their 
preaching-wives and families, they sought by 


The congregational ministers soon 


ridicule and misrepresentation to prevent, if 
possible, the American people from embracing 
the Catholic faith, or even from examining 
and investigating its true principles; and in 
every instance where any conversions should 
take place under the preaching of the Rev. 
Mr. Thayer, to use every effort to deter oth- 
ers from fullowing their example, by arming 
their own relatives against them, by depriv- 


ing them of the society and assistance of 


their friends, and striving even to deprive 
them of the means of obtaining a decent 


*No, 12, 1847. 


maintenance, so long as they should perse- 
vere. Discouraging as it was under such 
circumstances to abjure heresy and join the 
Church, yet many were daily added to the 
fold.”’ 


Rev. Mr. Thayer visited and preached in 


| several other towns in New England, be- 


sides Boston; and had hopes of being able to 
form a congregation in Salem; in which 
place he preached several times, in the court 
house, to great numbers of hearers. Young, 
and of an ardent and enthusiastic temper, he 
was extremely zealous in his missionary 


| career; and soon found much to disapprove 
| of in the conduct of his colleague Rousselet ; 





who formed a party of his countrymen from 
among the small congregation, and disunion, 
for a short period, retarded the progress o 
the Catholic faith in Boston. . 
In the month of May, 1791, the venerable 
Bishop Carroll made his first visit to Boston, 
His dignified deportment and his eminen 
virtues made a most favorable impression in 
that city ; and his consummate wisdom and 
sweetness of manners enabled him to soothe 
the irritation of factious opponents. ‘That 
he was well received by the liberal and pol- 
ished society of Boston, is testified in a letter 
from himself to a friend, dated Boston, June 
Lith, 1791, in which after stating that he, 
had then been three weeks there; he says 
“*]t is. wonderful to tell what great civili- 
ties have been done to me in this town, 
where a few years ago, a popish priest was 
thouglit to be the greatest monster in the cre- 
Many here, even of their principal 
people, have acknowledged to me, that they 


ation. 


would have crossed to the opposite side of 
the street, rather than meet a Roman Catho- 
lic, some time ago. ‘The horror, which was 
associated with the idea of a papist, is incre- 
dible ; and the scandaious misrepresentations, 
by their ministers, increased the horror every 
Sunday. If all the Catholics here were 
united, their numbers would be about one 
hundred and twenty. It is probable there 
are more concealed, and who, in consequence 


‘of intermarriages, long disuse, and worldly 


motives, decline making an acknowledgment 


and profession of their faith. In these cir- 
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cumstances, I am very sorry not to have 
here a clergyman of amiable, conciliatory 
manners, as well as of real ability.”’ 

The desires of the good bishop were fully 
gratified in the following year, by being able 
to unite the estimable Dr. Matignon with 
Mr. Thayer, in the charge of the Catholics 
of Boston and New England. Of this ven- 
erable priest some notice will be furnished 
hereafter. 

The Rev. Mr. Thayer subsequently visit- 
ed the city of New York, where a petition 
was signed by 121 Catholics praying for his 
appointment as assistant pastor to Rev. Mr. 
O’Brien. But Bishop Carroll destined him 
to the more laborious missions of the West. 
We find him in Kentucky in 1799, where 
for two years. He left that State in 1803, 
and again visited Europe. 


conversion, he had conceived an ardent de- | 


sire for the establishment in the United 
States of some religious order devoted to the 
education of youth, and he may be regarded 
as the founder of the Ursuline Convent in 
Boston. ‘* The origin of this establish- 


Soon after his | 


| 
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funds were wisely and prudently managed 
by him until the sam had nearly or quite 
doubled itself.’’* 


Rev. Mr. Thayer, ever anxious for the 
conversion of his own countrymen, while in 
Europe, was solicitous that some arrangement 
should be made for the introduction from that 
country, of learned ecclesiastics of religious 
orders whose houses, by the disorders of the 
times, were suppressed. [na letter to Dr. 
Matignon, dated London, June 3d, 1805, he 
says: “The funds of the Scotch Benedictines 
of St. James, Ratisbon, have been lately 
seized by the elector. In this house there are 
four monks, viz: F. M. Graham, (aged 38, ) 


| an nniversal genius; F’. B. Sharp, (30,) F. B. 


| Dessen, (27,) and F. McIver, (26,) all learn- 


he continued in the exercise of his ministry | eq and pious 


There are also three or four 
other Scotch monks, at St. James, Wirce- 
burg,—all these, together with many other 
German religious suppressed, might, by 


| activity and exertion, be obtained. You 


| reward. 


ment,’ says Bishop Fenwick, in his me- | 


moirs, was as follows:—* The Rev. Mr. 


Thayer, after his departure from Boston, | 


convinced of the importance of a Christian 
education for young Catholic females, con- 


convent in Boston. He therefore left Ken- 
tucky, where he was then laboring on the 
mission, and with the approbation of the 
Bishop returned to Europe, with the view 


sufficient funds for its establishment.’ 


The | 


know that I am not easily discouraged, and 
that no efforts of mine will ever be wanting 
while life remains, and all without fee or 
Exert yourself, my dear friend, 
and get the good Cheverus to do the same. 
There is the most glorious prospect before 
us. Lands for establishments, might surely 
be obtained cheap, or for nothing from Gen. 


| Knox, from the holders of Waldo’s and 
ceived the laudable design of establishing a | 


other patents in Maine, in New York from 
Cooper, &c., in Connecticut and Vermont, 
from scattered Catholics. Mr. Salmon, Mr. 
Cheverus’ friend, at Brompton, near Chat 


Ae | ham, might be obtained for the mission by a 
of raising, by eleemosynary contributions, 


plan was at this time ridieuled by some, | 


laughed at by others, and even the most 
friendly to the undertaking thought it never 


could succeed. Mr. 'Thayer, however, per- | 


severed in his pious projeet, and had already 
eollected eight or ten thousand dollars, when 
the Almighty God called him to himself, to 
reward him for his zeal and missionary la- 
bors. He died in Limerick, Ireland, beloved 
and regretted by all who knew him, leaving 


his funds and the conipletion of his design to 
the great and good Dr. Matignon. 


‘These 


line from: him.”’ 

While in his native city, Mr. Thayer felt 
his undoubted right to preach boldly, the 
tenets of the faith which God had given him, 
The ardor of youth, disdain for the misrepre- 
sentations of these doctrines made him less 


| eonciliating in his deportment than the tem- 


per of the community perhaps, required. But 
His useful 
career was closed in treland. Dr. Spalding 
says of him: ‘* He exere sed the holy min- 
istry for many years in Limerick, where he 


in Europe he was a favorite. 


* Catholic Observer, 1247, 
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contributed greatly to the revival of piety. 


Rev. Mr. Badin, while in Paris in 1822, 


received from a respectable Irish gentleman 
of Limerick, a glowing account of his zeal- 
ous labors, and edifying death. Among 
other particulars, the gentleman alluded to, 
mentioned the fact, that Mr. ‘Thayer had 
induced about two hundred of his penitents 
to make their meditation daily.’”* 

The following obituary, copied from * The 
Orthodox Journal,’? London, Feb’y, 1815, 
shall close this article. ‘‘On Friday, the 
17th February, the Rev. Mr. Thayer 
breathed his last, at his lodgings in Limer- 
ick, in the 57th year of his age. This 
lamented and much esteemed individual, 
was a native of Boston, in America,—of 
respectable parents—gifted with great ge- 


nius, a liberal mind, and unbounded love of | 


study. He lived and died in the eommur- 


ion and ministry of his adoption, ina manner | 


worthy of his eminent virtues and pious sim- 
plicity—he decked religion in mildness, and 
he reclaimed the wanderer by captivating 
the heart. In the social circle, he was 


completely the gentleman, the scholar, and | 


the wit—he had an even gaiety of temper, 
a clearness and aptness of expression, and 
facility of anecdote, rarely equaled, cer- 
tainly never exceeded. No wonder his 


} 
| 











death is lamented—but his is the death of | 


the just.”’ C. 





WEEKLY CALENDAR. 
MARCH. 
Sarurpay, 1O—The Forty Martyrs. 
Sunpay, Li—3d Sunday of Lent. 
Monpar, 12—St. Gregory I, Pope, Con- 
fessor and Doctor. 
Tuespay, 138—St. Frances, Widow. 
Wepnespay, 14—Feria. 
Tuurspay, 15—Feria. 
Fripay, |6—Five wounds of our Lord. 
Saturpay, 17—St. Patrick, Bishop and 
Confessor. 
scichbiltt 
ST. GREGORY THE GREAT. 
St. Gregory, the first Pope of that name, 
was born in the city of Rome in or about the 


* Missions of Kentucky, p. 81. 
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year 540. His parents, Gordianus and Syl 
via, were of a noble family and of pious life. 
After the birth of our Saint, they renounced 
the state of marriage, to consecrate them- 
selves to God in the religious state. St. 
Gregory lived in the world, where he filled 
a high station, until the age of thirty-five, 
when he took the monastic habit in a con- 
vent he had himself founded at Rome. His 
distinguished merit soon drew upon him the 
eyes of Pope Pelagius If, who sent him as 
apostolic nuncio to the court of Constantino- 
ple. He was elected Pope in 590, in the 
place of Pelagius, who had been carried off 
by a pestilence. Every means was used by 
the humble monk to decline the honors and 
the responsibilities of the sovereign pontifi- 
eate. Being aware that the gates of the 
city were guarded to prevent his escape, he 
placed himself in a basket to be transported 
beyond the walls, and then retired to the 
woods and caverns. His place of conceal- 
ment, according to Paul the deacon, was dis- 
eovered by a pillar of light rising above it. 
Yielding to the will of God, he consented to 
his consecration which took place on the 3d 
of September, 590. Whilst he was yet a 
simple monk, he had solicited and obtained 
leave to preach the faith to the pagen Sax- 
ons, who had possessed themselves of the 
island of Great Britain. But he was re- 
ealled on the third day after his departure, 
at the earnest entreaties of the Romans, who 
were disconsolate in having lost him. On 
his elevation to supreme power, he sent a 
band of missionaries, with Angustine at their 
head, to those whom he had wished to 
evangelize himself. He thus entitled him- 
self to be considered the apostle and father 
of the English nation. However, the un- 
grateful posterity of those whom he rescued 
from the darkness of idolatry, are too often 
vecupied in calumnia'ing him, or his sue- 
cessors, to whorn they owe so much. In the 
same way do they treat the Church, their 
mother, of which the Pope is the visible 
head. ‘They should not forget that it is 
written: (Exod. 21,17,) ‘* He that curseth 
his father or mother, let him die thie death.” 
St. Gregory died on the 12th of March 
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604. His writings are more voluminous 
than those of any other Pope, and are re- 
markable for the lessons of sublime spiritu- 


. 


ality which they contain. 





FOR CHILDREN AND PARENTS. 


AprEAL OF THE Catuotic YourTH oF 


THE U. STaTEs TO THE CHARITY OF THEIR 


Catuoxuic BRETHREN. 


Under this head our excellent ecotemporary, 
the Catholic Ob erver, has published several 
valuable articles, from one of which we se- 
lect the following very instructive passage 
in relation to common schools. 


But let us now speak of the dangers, 
wants and discour:gements of those among 
us who attend the common schools. Our 
Holy Mother the Church, whom God _ has 
app vinted to teach us what we are to believe 
and do, tells us in our Catechism what 
should be the object of all education. It 
must be to make us know, love and serve 
God in this world so that we may be happy 
with him for ever in the next. Now does 
the education we get at the common schools 
dv this? You are ready to answer, no, 
without further hearing. But let us men- 
tion a few things that will make your belief 
a most absolute certainty. On Sunday, at 
Catechism or Church, we are told what is 
our true end ; that we should always have it 
in view in all that we do, because whatever 
we do that does not tend to this end must, 
though we may not be able at the time to 
perceive it, be useless or hurtful. But how 
can we remember this at the commun schools? 

As we approach the school-honse there is 
no cross upon it to remind us in the begin- 
ring of the day that we are sving to study 
in order that we m: ry learn to give more glory 
to God, and become more strong and vigorous 

soldiers and followers of the Cross. W hen 
we enter the school house we see no erncifix 
hung up to remind us that we should, as soon 
as we have taken our seat, drop on our knees 
and offer up to Him w ho suffered on the 
Cross for us, all the pains, crosses and trou- 
bles of the day, begging Him to give us crace 
to practise patience in memory of His pa- 
tience when the soldiers were driving nails 
through His tender hands and feet. No 


prayers at the beginning and end of each les- 
son serve to remind us that God-’alone ean 
give us wisdom and afterwards the grace to 
use it rightly fur His honor and glory, our 
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own and our neighbors’ good. If, as is the 
case in some places, the school is begun and 
ended with prayer, we see no sign of the cross 
to remind us of the true faith without which 
we know we cannot please God. And, to 
tell the truth, the teacher seems most fre- 
quently to pray for us to hear him, while 
very few children seem to pray with him. 
At most, these prayers serve to make it seem 
to our young minds less important whether 
people have any true faith or not. ‘The books 
that we read, the instructions that we hear, 
make us think much about being respectable, 
industrious, moral, money- making men, but 
very little about being C hristians, dying well 
and going to Heaven. They rather seem 
to make us forget than remember our true 
> 
end. We are often urged to take such 
men as George Washington, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, or Cicero, or Cato, for models, but 
very little —if any thing—reminds us that 
our true model for kindness, politeness, mod- 
est, sobriety, industry and gentle cheerful- 
ness, at study or play, is our “blessed Saviour 
in his boyhood and youth. No one ever 
makes ns feel, as our priests often do, how 
mild He was, how gentle, how forgiving to 
those who did him wrong; how kind the [n- 
fant Jesus was to all the boys of his own age 
as well as to little ones! how respectful to- 
wards those who were older. No one tells 
us, as we are about to go home, how Jesus 
loved the Blessed Virgin, His mother, and 
that we must so love our parents in imitation 
of Him. No one reminds us that though 
apparently so we are not friendless, that the 
saints in Heaven and the holy angels are 
witnesses of our endeavors to improve in the 
knowledge and practice of virtue. None 
advise us to have recourse to those great and 
good friends that by their prayers we may 
obtain what we are unworthy to ask for our- 
selves. We are never warned at these 
schools to fly all sin because one mortal sin 
kills the soul; nor are we counseled, when 
we have unfortunately so fallen, to make a 
prompt return to God by sincere contrition 
and confession at the earliest opportunity. 
We are not told that it would be far wiser 
and safer after being bitten by a mad dog to 
sleep quietly, without calling upon the phy- 
sician, than after committing mortal sin to 
sleep one night without calling on the Heav- 
enly Physician, Jesus Christ our Lord. No 
pious holy soul accompanies us during our 
recreations at school to prevent by his pres- 
ence those many bad words, immodest ac- 
tions, disputes and quarrels into which schoo! 
boys so often fall for the want of a little pre- 
vention. Wedonot hearany thing to make 
us wish for the time when we may receive 
the Holy Communion, although our parents, 
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our catechism and our priest all tell us that | 
this is the chief action and greatest happiness | 
of the Christian in this world. Yet surely | 
all these things ought to be often—very | 
often impressed upon boys, who even more | 
than grown people need to be daily reminded | 
of their duty. | 


You yourselves are witnesses how, in 
spite of your prayers and good advice, those 
who attend these schools often grow up 
either tepid, worldly-minded Christians, or 
oftener infidels. You tod have seen the fee- 
ble efforts of a few Catholic schools, got up 
by some pious association, or by individual 
priests having the opportunity and means, 
produce excellent effects. Several of you 
can, no doubt, point to some staunch Catho- 
lies and goud citizens, who, but for such 
schooling, would have been lost to them- 
selves and to all good. 


But the evil fruits of common schools are 
not due solely to the want of necessary relig- 
lous instruction and training. ‘There are, 
moreover, the discouragements of never hear- 
ing one word cheering us on to become more 
faithful Catholies—of being mocked and 
laughed at because we are ‘‘Catholics,” 
“‘Irish,”’ ‘* Paddies,’’—of hearing our religion 
called a false one, our people ‘*benighted,”’ | 
‘‘ignorant,”’ and ‘‘priest-ridden ;”? and of be- 
ing told that the reason why they are gen- 
erally so poor is because they will be Cath- 
olies. 


Worse, if possible, than these and many 


| 
} 
| 





other wants and discouragements, which we | 
will not take your time to hear, are the thon- | 
sand snares which the enemy make out of | 


these to entrap our son]. By leading us into 
sin—by making us ashamed to return from 


sin by confession—by making us ambitious, | 
and therefore unwilling to profess our des- | 


pised religion—by persuading us to keep si- 
lent about and gradually to leave it—by mak- 
ing us chiefly anxious about worldly pros- 


among us lambs of the Catholic flock. 
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ents or means to do betler, that is, to rise 
higher in worldly rank. 

We might say that we have heard those 
who support these schools complain of these 
things, and wish they were better. They 
have said if it took three or four years to earn 
to repair a watch, it onght to require a still 
longer apprenticeship to learn to touch the 
delicate springs of the youthful mind, but as 
these are partly hearsay, we say no more 
about them. 

Now, we have come to thé end of our sad 
tale. We have laid before you our num- 
bers, our poverty, our exposure after the best 
efforts of our devoted clergy, and all the 
care that under the present circumstances we 
can hope for from our parents. We have 
reminded you of all you have said about the 
necessity of education for us. We have 
promised that with Catholic schools we 
would prove ourselves worthy of something 
better than to be called miserable, profane, 


| vicious citizens, disgracing religion and even 
/ manhood. 


We hope we have convinced 
you all, as many of you already were by sad 


_ experience, that the common schools are not 


the places for the education of Catholic chil- 
dren, whose chief aim must ever be to serve 
God, and have reminded you that even these 
non-Catholic supporters complain that they 


'do not make good men of their children. 


Now what more have we poor youth to say 
to you? But one thing: Our only hope, 
our only help is in Almighty God our heav- 
enly father. We therefore implore you to 
besiege his throne with prayers, imploring 
the saints who in heaven love more especially 
those whom" Jesus loves—little children ; 
and above all begging the intercession of 
Blessed Mary, our mother, conceived with- 
out sin, that He may be pleased to direct 
you how to devise and establish Catholic 
schools, with teachers who shall love and 
instruct us the little ones of Jesus Christ; 


‘ : 3- | and who will do all, not to gain money to 
perity, forgetting preparation for death until | 
it comes suddenly upon us and all is lost— | 
and by a thousand other artifices which time | 
would fail to tell, he makes dread havoc | 


We could say much more about these | 


schools. 
they are taught, not by persons prepared for 
their work by long training i study, but 
by those who take it up to make some money 


We could tell that in many places | 


to support them at college, or in studying to | 


be lawyers, doctors, or preachers. We could 
tell even that some teach in winter because 
unable to work out of doors, unwilling to be 


idle. We might mention that many who | 


begin to learn the art of teaching leave the 
business as soon as they find they have tal- 





become lawyers, doctors, &c., but for the 
love of Jesus who loved and gave himself 
for us. Oh, parents and brethren, you have 
the money to support, and the hearts full of 
faith, of zeal, and of charity, to carry on this 
noble work! All that is wanting is the 
way to begin and the patience to persevere. 
Pray, pray for these two gifts—pray uni- 
tedly—and He who has said, ‘* Ask and yon 
will receive,’”’ will not refuse your request. 
Let us all who can, parents and children, 
unite in some prayers to the infant Jesus, 
and to His holy Mother, for this purpose, 
and you will succeed. God will bless your 
efforts, good angels will assist and smile 
upon you, and we will pray for you, respect 
you, love you, and bring honor on your name, 
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And when old age comes on you, we will 
watch around and console you; and dying, 
you shall behold and bless God that, by 
these schools, you are able to see your chil- 
dren and your children’s children not only 
well provided with what is necessary for 
this life—living peaceful, sober, industrious 
citizens, respected by all, but devout and 
fervent Christians whom you may confi- 
dently expect to meet very soon in Heaven, 
beyond the reach or danger of separation, to 
be happy with.God for all eternity. 


_— te - 
INTELLIGENCE. 
DOMESTIC. 


Rev. Mr. McCoiean.—The numerous 
friends of the Rev. Mr. McColgan, pastor 
of St. Peter’s Church, Balt., will be re- 
joiced to learn, that he is in a fair way of 
recovering from the severe attack of ship 
fever, which he contracted by attending the 
sick at the quarantiue hospital. 


Suum Curque.—We are always grati- 
fied in seeing our articles sufficiently prized 
to be copied by other papers: but we should 
be pleased also to see them acknowledged. 


Osituary.—The Propagateur Catho- 
lique informs us that the Rev. Mr. Scaphi, 
C. M., recently of the College at Grand 
Coteau, died of the cholera on board of a 
steamboat, while on her passage from New 
Orleans to St. Louis. 


FOREIGN. 


Tue New Bisuor cr Toronto.—We 
learn with great pleasure from the Melanges 
Religieux that the Archbishop of Quebec 
has received from the Sovereign Pontiff the 
bulls naming the Rev. Father Larkin, of 
New York, to the Bishoprick of 'Toronto. 
Father Larkin will leave a wide circle of 
friends in New York, as well as in other 
places he has been, who will rejoice at his 
elevation while they will deeply regret the 
loss of his intercourse.—F'ree. Jour. 


Tue Dominican Repustiic.—lIt is sta- 
ted that the City of Santo Domingo, the 
capital of the Republic, will soon be the 
scene of an imposing and magnificent cere- 
mony, as great preparations are being made 
for the reception of the Archbishops of Ca- 
raccas and Curacoa, the former of whom 
had embarked on board a Dominican ship of 
war with a view of proceeding to Curacoa 
to meet the Archbishop of that island ; and 


eee 
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that both these distinguished functionaries 
were to repair to Santo Domingo for the ex- 
press purpose of celebrating the appoint- 
ment of the venerable Padre Partes to the 
dignified office of Archbishop of the Eas‘ern 
parts of the island, known by the name of 
Santo Domingo, and which has been con- 
ferred upon him by his Holiness the Pope 
of Rome. It is also stated that all those 
individuals who had been expatriated from 
the Dominican Republic are recalled to their 
native soil, through the wise decisions of the 
Liberal Government. We are ata loss to 
express in adequate terms our approval of 
the efforts of the Dominicans to elevate them- 
selves in the scale of national civilization, 
opulence and independence. Among the 
events that have lately occurred to favor their 
co-operations in accomplishing those great 
and laudable objects, is the recent appoint- 
ment, on the part of Great Britain, ofa Consul 
to protect her interests in this promising little 
Republic. Whilst we commend the zeal of 
the Dominicans, we cannot refrain from ut- 
tering with compassion, ‘“‘Alas! unhappy 
Haytians of the West! the Dominicans 
seek a noble end—they seek an eminent 
and commanding nationality that shall here- 
after add lustre to the Spanish honor and 
fame; whilst President Soulouque, who 
presides over the sable inhabitants of the 
Haytian Republic, strives to banish from 
his dominions, wealth, learning, industry, 
and the enltivation of arts and sciences, and 
vecupies himself solely in acts of murder 
and pillage.””— Kingston, Jamaica, Journal. 


Great Brrrain.— Cholera. — Friday. 
The following fresh cases were reported by 
the Board of Health :—Holborn Union, 7 
fatal; Mileham, Norfolk (for last fourteen 
days), 50, 16 fatal ; Berwick-upon-T'weed, 
4, 3 fatal; Edinburgh, | fatal ; Glasgow 58, 
19 fatal; Doune, | fatal; Selkirk, 4; Kast 
Kilpside, 3; Riccarton, 9, | fatal; Greenock, 
4; Old Monkland, 19, 13 ‘atal ; London, 2 
fatal.—T otal new cases, 162, 63 deaths. 


IreLanp.—State of the Country— Ballin- 
robe —(‘T’o the Editor of the ‘Tablet. )—Dear 
Sir, itis with pain and with trouble of mind, 
that I call your kind attention to the sad and 
melancholy state of the perishing and starv- 
ing people of this doomed parish, hoping 
that the publication of those sad facts in 
your independent and widely circulated pa- 
per may arouse the sympathies of the hon- 
est and humane portion of the people of 
England. In the year 1844 all hands were 
at work, all in reasonable circumstances, all 
vieing with each other. Our population 
6,760; families from 1,200 to 1,300 ; cattle 
in proportion ; horses, cows, sheep in multi- 
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tudes; pigs numerous; poultry of every 
description ; wihvat, oats, and barley in abun- 
dance; potatoes, the comfort of the poor man 
and the staple {ood of the country, gladden- 
ing the fields. But, alas! behold thechange. 
Since then 1,700 individuals have fallen 
victims to the horrors of famine in this re- 
mote and mountainous parish. More than 
700 houses have been leveled to the ground 
by cruel landlords, and the greater portion of 
the remaining houses are in actual process of 
meeting the same fate. While I was, on 
Friday last, administering the Sacraments 
of Penance in a village, sixteen houses 
were unrvofed and tumbled to the ground, 
and the inmates banished to seek, in vain, 
admission to that house of death—the slaugh- 
tering shambles, the poorhouse! expecting 
sure death, and hoping to be coffined rather 
than be exposed after death to dogs or wild 
birds of prey. Now our fields are waste 
and no symptoms of tillage; no seed to put 
into the earth; no means to purchase any ; 
no friendly society to look to us; no relief, 
but all oppression; no pitying landlord, 
but exterminators ; no government sympa- 
thizers, but murderers. The springs of 
charity are dried up. Drivers and agents 
rumaging houses; Poor-law collectors scour- 
ing the country for taxes; cries, lamenta- 
tions, and the sad moanings of dying crea- 
tures under ditches, under dykes, in every 
village and in every field. It is heartrend- 
ing to behold the emaciated countenances of 
old and young, like skeletons risen from the 
grave, flocking about you seeking for a mor- 
sel of bread or a grain of meal to satisfy 
their agonizing hunger; mothers crawling 
with their children, and their little children 
clinging close to their poor mothers, with 
tears craving a bit to eat. If we call on the 
Lord Lieutenant, his secretary refers us to 
the Poor-law Guardians. When we call 
on them, they refer us to the relieving offi- 
cer, who sternly asks, ‘‘Is your house tum. 
bled to the ground ?”’ which is answered in 
the affirmative, “‘it is.’ ‘Then he refers to 
the agent or Jandlord to bring hima _ wri- 
ting to that effect. ‘There the poor man 
is left to travel, or die, a distance of forty, 
eighty, or a hundred miles, which it is be- 
yond his reach or strength to do. If by 
chance he meets either, the first word is, 
*“Where is your rent? depart from me.’ 
If we petition ovr gracious Queen, she is 
clad in gold and purple, her Irish subjects in 
rags and nakedness; she in the midst of 
plenty and delicacies, they perishing in 
hunger and destitution ; she on a throne, they 
in squalid wretchedness. Oh, God! soften 
the hearts of our flinty-hearted rulers, to 
distribute justice according to mercy. 
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Dear | 


JO 





Sir, the hand of man cannot depict, nor the 
heart conceive, the frightful and deplorable 
wretchedness of the poor and squalid people 
of this parish. Begging your aid and assist- 
ance in the publication of this letter, with 
its true facts, | remain with profound re- 
spect and esteem, 
Your very humble and ob’t servant, 
Perer Warp, P. P. Partree. 

Distress of the Roman Catholic Clergy.— 
The Limerick Examiner gives painful ac- 
counts of the increase of distress amongst 
the Roman Catholic Clergy, some of whom, 
it is stated, are about to emigrate and join 
the American mission. 

Flight of Landlords.—The Limerick Ex- 
aminer states that ‘‘no less than twenty 
Clare proprietors are about to sell ont their 
estates and seek a home in another clime.”’ 

Merciful Guardians—On the 27th 
ult., with rain pouring in torrents, the Vice 
Guardians ordered from the workhonse at 
Loughrea to the auxiliary at Monivea, 100 
poor weakly children upon a journey of thir- 
teen miles. 

Liberal Allowances.—The number of 
recipients of out-door relief in the Dingle 
Union are 8,182; the cost of rations issued 
to whom was for the week ending the 13th 
ult., 1771. 9s. 2d. or not quite 54d. per week. 

Progress of Cholera in Belfas'.—This 
deadly malady continues to extend itself 
with unerring certainty. On ‘Thursday— 
new cases, 4; died, 1; discharged cured, 
2. ‘Total cases in Belfast Union, 160; died 
76; discharged cured, 56; remaining under 
treatment, 28. 

Winter Emigralion.—In all parts of 
the country farmers are still emigrating in 
considerable numbers: The Anglo- Celt has 
the following account from the northern 
county of Cavan :—‘‘E migration is proceed- 
ing ata rapid rate in this county. Some 
days ago ten families left the small village 
of Redhills for the United States. You 
could scarcely travel a mile on any of our 
leading roads but you would meet two or 
three car loads of people all eager to escape 
from the land of their birth, to push their 
fortunes in Transatlantic climes. If emi- 
gration proceed at this rate, we shall not 
have hands enough to till the ground.— 
Those who are going are our able bodied and 
moneyed laborers.” 

Iraty.—Pope Pius LX and the Jesuits.— 
A respected correspondent, who resides 
much in Rome, furnishes us with the fol- 
lowing curious anecdote, which we give in 
his own words :— 

“It will be recollected that Cardinal Cas- 
tracane, in March last, was the bearer of a 
VERBAL message from Pope Pius IX to the 
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General of the Society of Jesus, then in 
Rome, in consequence of which message 
that Religious Superior, by and with the ad- 
vice and approbation of his council, imme- 
diately, that is to say, before midnight of the 
very day on which, about seven o’clock in 
the evening, that verbal message was deliv- 
ered, issued his orders to the several estab- 
lishments in Rome under the direction of 
that Society, to consider themselves broken 
up. [am unable to inform you, Sir, what 
that verbal message was; but Jam able to 
inform you what were the words addressed 
to the Bishop of Pignerol by Pope Pius IX. 
between the hours of eleven and twelve of 
the morning of the day on which that ver- 
bal message was delivered by Cardinal Cas- 
tracane to the Superior-General of the So- 
ciety of Jesus at the Casa Professa usually 
called the Gesu, or rather I should say that 
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I an a)/e to inform you what were the words | 


which that Bishop tuld me with his own lips, 
between one and two o’clock, were the words 
which had been addressed to him between 
eleven and twelve by Pope Pius IX, and 
which I caused him tu repeat to me between 
eight and nine that evening, after I had 
been informed of the visit of Cardinal Cas- 
tracane to the Gesu. ‘The words were 
these—* I never have ordered, I never will 
order, I never have advised, | never will ad- 
vise, the Fathers of the Society of Jesus to 

uit the direction of their establishments in 
Rome.’ And to this most explicit declara- 


tion Pope Pius IX immediately added the | 
| of the arrondissement of the mountains, 


expression of his highest esteem of that So- 
ciety, and of his fullest approbation of the 
manner in which the members of it had 
conducted themselves in Rome, and in every 
part of the Papal States, as far as such con- 
duct had come to his knowledge. A mo- 
ment’s reflection upon the facts which I 
have just stated to you, and which I am rea- 
dy whenever called upon by proper authority, 
to confirm on oath, ought to be sufficient to 
convince any man of common sense, that 
the voluntary retirement, or the retirement 
by order or by advice of Pope Pius IX, of 
the members of the Society of Jesus from 
Switzerland would no more have prevented 
the attack of the Berne revolutionists upon 
the Catholic cantons of Switzerland in No- 
vember,1847 than the retirement of the mem- 
bers of the Society of Jesus from the direc- 
tion of their establishments in Rome has pre- 
vented the attack upon the Quirinal Palace 
on the 16thof November, 1848.” 

The Voix de la Verite has published a 
correspondence from Rome, under date 12th 
January, from which we (Univ-rs) take the 
following details :—‘*The Parish priests who 





read at the prone of the parish Mass the 


_ gerent of Rome. 
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protestation of the Hely Father, have run 
the risk of falling beneath the dagger ; but 
having received timely intimation, they hid 
themselves. The evil people, full of rage 
at not finding in particular the venerable 
parish Priest of Saint Clestus, contented 
themselves with laying waste the humble 
habitation of that old man of eighty years. 
The protestation of the Holy Father was 
affixed to the gate of the four grand basilicks 
—at Saint John of Lateran—omninm eccle 

siarum urbis et orbis mater et caput—then 
at Saint Peter’s of the Vatican—at Saint 
Paul’s (outside the walls,) and at Saint 

Mary Major’s. ‘Then, Sterbini having taken 
away those protestations that had been placed 
up, and M. Massari, Parish Priest of Saint 
Mary Major, having immediately fixed up 
others in their place, Sterbini sent Cicer- 
uacchio, with some others of his emissaries, 
to the house of the worthy Clergyman. On 
seeing him they loaded him with injuries and 
with furious menaces—one of them was 
about striking the pious Ecclesiastic, when 
he, seeing the blow coming, cried out— 
“Yes, wretch, strike and spill also my blood’ 
—death does not affright me but thee—fear 
the judgments of God.” The force and 
energy with which the Abbate Massari pro- 
nounced these words seemed to disarm the 
sanguinary men, who retired, breaking here 
and there certain glasses and other matters 
belonging to the presbytery. ‘They then 
ran towards the gate of the basilica, but 
seeing there a company of the Civic Guard 


who, of their own accord went thither to 
see that the protestations should not be torn 
down, they ran off in great trepidation. In 
the evening Ciceruacchio proceeded with his 
banditti to the house of Monsg. Canalli, 
Latin Patriarch of Constantinople and Vice- 
Not having found him, 
he said to the servant of the venerable Pre- 
late, “Tell your master that if he does not 
tear down the proclamations of excommuni- 
cation which he has sent to the Parish 
Priests, we shall return and tear them down 
ourselves.”’ Sterbini proceeded to the house 
of Monsignor Canalli to enjoin on him to 
give an order to dispose tothe Minister of 
the Interior the silver ornaments and the 
valuable ariicles of the churches in Rome. 
‘How,’ exclaimed the Vicegerent, me to 
give an order according to your injunction ? 
Me to serve your projects? Me to become 
your accomplice? But, wretch, how caine 
you to sully my dwelling with your proposi- 
tions?’ = Sterbini, offended with his Jan- 
guage, and above all at hearing himself spo- 
ken to in the second person singular (tutoy ’) 
said, ‘But know that you speak to a Minis. 
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ter, and that I have the title of Excellency.’ 
“Thee—Excellence!’ replied the old man, 
—‘thee, vigliacchio?—thou art an unlawful 
Minister, who profitest by the place you 
hold to increase thy own by despoiling others, 
and in wishing to despoil for thy profit also 
the house of God! Go—that title can alone 
belong to thee in hell, of which no doubt you 
are a devoted Minister.’ It isa Jong time 
since Monsignor Canalli bas been called the 
Bishop without fear and without reproach. 
Seated in his large leather arm-chair, loaded 
with infirmities, he has lost, nevertheless, 
nothing of his moral dignity and force. Yes- 
terday it was judged prudent to surround his 
palace with some Carabineers, who were 
charged with the duty of repelling every 
visit made by Ciceruacchio and his adepts. 
The venerable old man could not stir from 
his house to take refuge in the dwelling of 
any of his friends.—he repeats that he fears 
nothing. ‘They have left him in ignorance 
of the presence of the guard of Carabineers. 
The son of Ciceruacchio (worse perhaps 
than his father) presented himself on Mon- 
day evening with some other brigands at 
the printing-office of the Giornale Romano 
(which can no more appear, thanks to the 
liberty they enjoy in Rome)—proceeding to 
the office he threw himself ona young man 
who was there, and putting his dagger to his 
throat demanded of him all the copies of the 
excommuzxication. ‘The poor young man 
yielded to his demand, gave him the copies 
he could find, which the fellow carried away 
with him together with the form on which 
they were composed for the purpose of 
printing the protestation. ‘The young man 
who was in the office at the time became 
very unwell and is sick since....... After 
the order had been given of the Holy Father 
for public prayers to implore the mercy of 
the Almighty for the Pontifical states—on 
this occasion they exposed at St. Peter’s the 
wood of the true cross and the veil of St. 
Veronica. Behold! they could no longer, 
scarcely trace the countenance of our Lord 
Jesus Christ on the veil: on the third day 
of the exposition the veil colored of itself, 
and the figure of our Lord showed itself as 
in life, amidst a sweet and pleasant light. 
The Canons who were present watching the 
sacred relic were struck with astonishment ; 
the Clergy of the Basilica were likewise 
filled with wonder ; the people repaired with 
vast haste to the spot—a most inexpressible 
expression on every countenance, many 
wept, all were struck with the miracle. A 
Notary Apostolic was called, and a precis of 
the facts was sent tothe Holy Father at 
Gaeta. For many days nothing was spoken 
of in Rome but this astonishing miracle.” 
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[We have to thank a correspondent, who 
has kindly forwarded to us an extract from 
a private letter from Rome, relating the 
above miracle to the same effect—Ep. T'aB | 


Rosert Biuum.—There has been much 
anxiety to know whether Robert Blum, the 
too famous president of the Rongist con- 
venticle of Leipsic, and one of the lead- 
ers of the insurrection at Vienna, was re- 
pentant before his death, or whether he per- 
severed to the last in his infidelity. ‘This 
question is settled in a letter addressed to a 
curate,one of his friends,by the celebrated Dr. 
Hurter who was at Vienna on the day of 
the execution : 


“It was the 9th of November, at dead of 
night, that an ecclesiastic was requested to 
be in the prison at 5 o’clock in the morning. 
He knew not why he was summoned, nor 
did he learn it until he entered the prisoner s 
room. 

‘Who has called you,” said Blum, “I 
am a German Catholic.”? ‘I know it,’ 
replied the priest, ‘but I think you can hard- 
ly reject the counsels of friendship at this 
terrible moment.”? Blum began to epeak of 
his family, lamenting that he was cut off 
from them without the power of bidding 
them adieu. ‘*‘Oh!” he exclaimed, ‘‘could 
I only have the consolation of seeing them 
in my prison and addressing them some 
farewell words!”’? ‘The ecelesiastic replied 
that such a scene would only shed more bit- 
terness on his last hours ; and reminded him 
that Socrates, in similar circumstances, had 
sent away his family, not to be interrupted 
by their lamentations in a discourse he was 
holding with his friends on the immortality 
of the soul. A wonderful change seemed 
wrought in the soul of Blum during this 
brief interview: all at once hé clasped his 
hands, and falling at the feet of father Rai- 
mond, implored him to give him the holy 
eucharist. ‘‘You ought to know well,” re- 
plied the priest,”’ that this can only be after 
you have reconciled yourself ta.God by a 
sincere confession.”? Blum replied, that this 
was his sole desire ; and the prevost left the 
room. ‘The condemned man made his con- 
fession and received the blessed body of our 
Lord with singular fervor. Glory to him 
who nade him accessible to his grace! For 
as it is our duty to announce publicly, in 
spite of all objections, as an incontestible 
fact, that Robert Blum before dying ab- 
jured the Germano Catholic heresy, and 
was reconciled to the Church. Whilst they 
were conducting him to the scaffold, he 
heard the sound of a little bell announcing 
mass in a neighboring church, and deeply 
did those tones affect him, as they recalled 
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the youthful years he had spent at Cologne, 
and that sweet time when he served mass 
so often for the Benedictines. It brought 
back too, his old mother’s daily charge, as 
she sent him to church, never to lose the 
fear of God and of his holy law.— Univers, 
January 19. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Regulations to be observed during Lent in 
the Archdiocess of Baltimore. 

1. All the faithful who have completed 

their twenty-first year are, unless legitimate- 


ly dispensed, bound to observe the Fast of | 


Lent. 

2. They are to make only one meal a 
day, excepting Sundays. 

3. The meal allowed on fast-days is not 
to be taken till about noon. 

4. At that meal, if on any day permission 
should be granted for eating flesh, both flesh 
and fish are not to be used at the same time. 

5. A small refreshment, commonly called 
collation, is allowed in the evening ; nc gen- 
eral rule as to the quantity of food permitted 
at this time is or can be made. But the 
practice of the most regular Christians is, 
never to let it exceed the fourth part of an 
ordinary meal. 

6. The quality of food allowed at a colla- 
tion is, in this diocess, bread, butter, cheese, 
all kinds of fruit, salads, vegetables, and 
fish, though not warm, but fish previously 
prepared and grown cold. Milk and eggs 
are prohibited. 

7. General usage has made it lawful to 
drink inthe morning some warm liquid ; 2s 
tea, coffee, or thin chocolate, made with 
water, to which a few drops of milk may be 
added, serving rather to color the liquids, 
than to make them substantial food. 

8. Necessity and custom have authorized 
the use of hogslard, instead of butter, in 
preparing fish, vegetables, &e. 

9. The following persons are exempted 
from the obligation of fasting: young persons 
under twenty-one years of age, the sick, 
pregnant women, or giving suck to infants, 
those who are obliged to hard labor, all who 
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through weakness cannot fast without great 
prejudice to their health. 

10. By dispensation, the use of flesh-meat 
will be allowed at any time on Sundays, and 
once a day only on Mondays, ‘Tuesdays, 
and ‘Thursdays, with the exception of the 
first four days, and all Holy Week, includ- 
ing Palm Sunday. 

+Samvet, Archb’p of Baltimore. 


Given at Baltimore, Feb 5, 1849. 





Evening service in the different Churches of 
the city on week days, during Lent. 


Monpay.—Sermon, and benediction of 
the B. Sacrament at St. Vincent de Paul’s. 

Tuespay.—The same at St. Joseph’s and 
St. James’s. 

W epnespay.—Thesame at St. Patrick’s, 
Fell’s Point, and St. Alphonsus’. 

‘Tuurspay.—The same at the Cathedral. 

Fripay.—The same at St. Alphonsus’, 
and the stations of the cross at St. Vincent 


de Paul’s. 
————___. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 
Agents for the Magazine. 
Baltimore.—F. Lucas, Jr., 170 Baltimore 
street; P. J. Hedian, at Sherwood & Co’s 
Printing Office, corner Baltimore and Gay 
streets. 
Ellicotts Mills.—Rev. B.S. Piot ; J. Fahey. 
Frederick—Charles Jenkins. 
Cumberland.—P. J. Cahill. 
Harford County.—Kev. T. O'Neil. 
Bryantown.—Henry L. Mudd. 
Piscataway.— Kev. P. Dalton. 
Port-Tobacco.— James F. Stone. 
Washington city.—John F. Kane, 9th st. 
Georgetown, D. C.—Laurence Leavy. 
Alexandria—Rey. John F. Aiken. 
Norfolk—John R. Hathaway. 
Martinsburg.— Rev. Joseph H. Plunkett. 
Wheeling, Va.— Michael Riley. 
Wilmington, N. C.—Rey. T. F. Murphy. 
Macon, Ga.—Revy. Thomas. F. Shanahan. 
Philadelphia.—J. Fullerton, 574 S. 4th st. 
New York.—E Dunigan, 151 Fulton st. 





CASH RECEIVED DURING THE WEEK 

Baltimore, Alfred Jenkins, $2; Dr. F. Cha- 
tard, $2; Miss Bliss, $2; Jacob Walter $2; 
J. A. Sims, $2; Jas. Menzies, Jr. $2; H. Cur- 
ley, $2; John L. Cator, $2; Francis Mooney, $2; 
Alexandria, Jas. Fitzpatrick, $1; Emmitsburg, 
Rev. Wm Elder, $2; Mt. Savage, Rev. C. CU. 
Brennan for Jonathan Arnold, $2; Port Tabacco, 
James F. Stone, agent, for Rev. Jas. F. Power, 
Geo. W. Matthews, Capt. Jas H. Neale, Geo. 
P. Jenkins, Absalom ‘Tennison, John H. Diggs, 
$12; Worcester, Rev. John Early per Jno. Mur- 
phy, $2; Portsmouth, Ohio, L.. A. Zimmer, $1; 
Cincinnati, M. L. Babcock, $2; Hagerstown, 
Rev. H Myers, for Patrick Grady, $2; Norfolk, 
Anne P. B. Herron, $2. 
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ST. PETER’S 
FEMALE ACADEMY, 


WILMINGTON, DEEBAWARE, 


ST. PETER’S ACADEMY, WILMINGTON, DEL. 


CONDUCTED BY 
THE SISTERS OF CHARITY. 


This Institution is in a beautiful and healthy 
situation, at the corner of West and Sixth sts. 
The building is sufficiently capacious to accom- 
modate about fifty boarders. Every attention is 
given tothe health, comfort, neatness and po- 
liteness of the pupils. 

The Course of Instruction embraces Orthog- 
raphy, Reading, Writing, Grammar, Compo- 
sition, Ancient and Modern History, Geogra- 
phy, Practical and Rational Arithmetic, Book- 
Keeping, Natural Philosophy, Mythology, Bot- 
any, French, Music on the Piano, Plain and 
Ornamental Needle-Work, Drawing and Paint- 
ing. 

. TERMS AND REGULATIONS. 

The annual pension for Board and Tuition 
$100 

Washing, per annum, 6 

Music, per quarter,. ....esecceeeeeees 10 

Use of Instrument, per annum,.g...... 4 

French, per quarter,.......+. err 5 

Drawing and Painting, per quarter,.... 

Books, Stationery, and in case of sickness, 
Medicines and Doctor’s fees, will form extra 
charges. 

Payments will be made semi-annually in 
advance. 

No boarder will be received fora shorter time 
than a quarter. 

No deduction will be made for absence, unless 
occasioned by sickness. 

The scholastic year will commence on the 
16th of August, and terminate in the first week 


of July. 
REFERENCES. 
Most Rev. Samuel Eccleston, Archbishop of 
Ballimore. , 
Right Rev. Dr. Kenrick, Ph‘ladelphia. 
Right Rev. Dr. Hughes, New York. 

George W. Webb. and John Murphy, Esqs., 
Baltimore. ja 20—tf 
THOMAS I. KELLY’S 
CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENT, 
216 WEST PRATT ST., 

Between Sharp and Hanover streets, 

Vy HERE can be had Coats, Vests, and Pants, 


made in the latest style, of fresh season- 
Gable oods, low for cash. Also, Shirts, Com- 
forts, Drawers, Hose, Suspenders. &c., &c. 


dan 27-14t THOS. 1. KELLY, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 159 


PL POOR 


PICTORIAL 
CATHOLIC NEW TESTAMENT. 
PRICE 25 CENTS PER NUMBER. 

Number 3, just published, and embellished 
With 16 splendid Pictures from the Old Masters, 
Surpasses in point of beauty any thing of the kind 
ever yet issued in this country. The Right Rev. 
Bishop Hughes has the supervision of the work, 
and the Afehbishop of Baltimore, and numerous 
Bishops and Clergy throughout the United States 
have urgently recommended it to the patronage 
of the Church. No. 4 is now in press, and will 
shortly be published. The whole work will be 
completed i about 6 months. 

HEWET & SPOONER, Publishers, 
52 John street, New York. 

WM. H) GRAHAM, 
Brick Church Chapel. 


L. GOULEY’S 
VEGETABLE MEDICINAL STORE, 
No. 88 BALTIMORE STREET, 
(NEARLY OPPOSITE CENTRE MARKET,) 
BALTIMORE. 

j hip following articles may be had at the 

above Establishment, either wholesale or 
retail, with directions for their use: Gouley’s 
Vegetable Bitters, so well known throughout the 
U. States for their healing qualities. Gouley’s 
Vegetable Gough Drops which have cured thou- 
sands of cases of Whooping Cough, of the most 
aggravated character. Gouley’s Preparation for 
the Cure of Cancer, which has effected some of 
the most astonishing cures known in this or any 
other country. Gouley’s Anti Bilious Pills 
and Pills for Piles. Gouley’s Erasive Subli- 
mate, an excellent article for extracting grease 
from cloths and silks. Gouley’s Vegetable 
Tooth Paste, for the Preservation of the Teeth 
and Gums—an excellent article. Together with 
Perfumery, &c. 
Nearly all the above articles are manufactured 
by the subscriber, and warranted genuine. 
*,* Orders carefully and expeditiously putup, 


| andforwarded to any part_of the country. 


LOUIS GOULEY, 


No. 38 Baltimore street, Baltimore. 


SAMUEL SIDES’S 
FAMILY CONFECTIONERY, 
Corner of Frederick and Baltimore sts. 

HERE families can every day obtain fresh 
Rusk; French Rolls; Currant Buns; Chal- 
sea Buns; Congress Pies; Boston Cream Cakes; 
Coffee Cake; Double Rusk, or Swieback; Al- 
mond Tea Biscuit; with a great variety of fan- 
cy Cakes and Pastry. 
Ice Cream; Jelly; Roman Punch; Charlotte 
Russe; Gold and Silver Webs; Nugat Baskets; 
Candy Baskets; Table Ornaments; PYRAMIDS 


| of Orange, Grapes, &c., at the shortest nutice. 


Giving satisfaction is the order of the day 
SAMUEL SIDES, 
Feb 24-tf 50 Baltimore street. 
JOHN IM’ALEER, 
No. 101 Harrison street, NEAR Gat, 
BALTIMORE, 
LOCK MANUFACTURER, 
EEPS constantly on hand a general assort- 


ment of Builders’ and House keeping Hard- 
ware, at the lowest market prices. fe 24-tf 
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ST. MARY’S COLLEGE, 
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WILMINGTON, 


ST. MARY’S COLLEGE, WILMINGTON, DEL. 


This Institution is situated inan «levated and | in case of sickness, medicines and Doctor’s fees 
retired part of the north-western suburbs of this | will form extra charges. 
proverbially healthy city. From its location it | Nouniform is required; Students sx .uld brin 
enjoys all the advantages of the country air, | with them three suits, six shirts, 8:1 pairs o 
The play ground is large and the buildings am- | stockings, four towels and three pairs of bootsor 
ple enough to accommodate two hundred stu- | shoes, brushes, &c. 
dents. The best professors are engaged for the 
young pupils in the humbler, branches of an 
English and commercial education, as well as 
for the most advanced students in their highest 
branches. 

The whole course requisite for graduation wi! 
occupy seven years, and embrace the Greek, 
Latin and English languages, History, Geogra- 
phy, Arithmetic, Mathematics, Logic, Natural 
and Moral Philosophy,»Physiology, and Chem- 
istry. 

Each student on entering is examined and | 
placed in the classes for which his previous at- | 
tainments qualify him. 

The scholastic year commences on the 16th 
= August, and ends on the last Thursday in 

ane 


REFERENCES. 


Wilmington, Del.—Alfred du Pont, Charles du 
Pont, and J. P. Garesche, Esqs.; Commander 
I. Shubrick, U. S. Navy, and Dr. Askew. 

Philadelphia.—Right Rev. Dr. Kenrick, Rev. 
Messrs. E. J. Sourin, C. J. Carter, N. Cant- 
well, P. F. Sheridan, and H. Mclaughlin; 
Capt. T. D. Shaw, U. 8. Navy. 

Darby.—Charles Kelly, Esq. 

Delaware County.—James Wilcox, Esq. 

Pottsville.—Rev. H, Fitzsimmons. 

New York.—Right Rev. Dr. Hughes, Very 
Rev. Dr. Power, Rey. M. McAleer, W. Kem- 
ble, Esq. 

Jersey City.—Reéev¥. J. Kelly. 

Newark.—Rev. P. Moran. 


Terms :—The annual pensions for Board, Tui- saioies Mctpheg oii a eee and 


tion, Washing, Mending linen and stockings, | 2 
. P3* i : ae orfolk, Va.—M. Farrell, Esq. 
and use of Bedding, paid halt yearly wt ad- fatenden. S. Oi. Rew: Messe. J. Barry and 

















a ane MB ne cen ners reeenece 50 T. J. Sullivan. 
ae ents) not learning Greek or 125 New Orleans.—Revy. J. J. Mullon, P. Rochford, 
renee Seems See Peewenay aay St. Louis, Mo—P. B. 1% A. Garesche, Esqs. 
Cr ANNUM,.......0.006 bUsbacud eee 
Music, per iden, cane ah meade nh soe 40 P. REILLY, President. 
Books, Stationery, Clothes, if ordered, and Wilmington, Sep. 9th, 1848. ja 20—tf 
_ a eee nel eee etieetlittaaadtienandinctctinattnedansoms quanueedsentacsaia tents canainnedicnmnascmaanennseneeaaanseecmaaenmacineeeess 
GEO. W. WEBB, ST. MARY’S COLLEGE, 
GOLDSMITH AND JEWELER, BALTIMORE, MD. 
No. 148 BALTIMORE STREET, a. 
Boarding, .......++-+ $140 
Has always on hand a handsome assort- Half Boardin 10% Per dnnem 
ment of Gold and other Jewelry; Silver a oe 60 , , 
Spoons ; Fine Fancy Articles; Rosaries, Boarders and half boarders pay semi-annually 





Pe ee ge Sep Religiogs Boxes, Oil | i, advance; Day-scholars at the end of each 

All kinds of Gold Jewelry made = order, of There is no extra charge for the French and 
i Sone Spanish Languages; German, Music, Drawing, 
Mock A esac Be Setting ere: nd Dancing, at Professors’ prices. Jan 2 -tf 


fr Particular attention paid to neatness and ~ JOSEPH CAPPE. p PPEAU, JR. 


durability in the Repairing of Jewelry. 
Persons out of the city may rely upon a faith- | GENERAL COLLECTOR §& AGENT, 
ful attention to their orders. Jan 6 no. 54 GEORGE STREET. 
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